SuMMARY Report

City of North Vancouver
Environmental protection and climate action have long been a part
of the City of North Vancouver’s core values, policies and programs.
Living City represents all the City’s environmental sustainability initiatives, how
our City is doing and what we can all do to ensure a sustainable community for
future generations.

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
Community
TargeT: Achieve
15% reduction
in GHG emissions
below 2007 levels
by the year 2020

The City has developed action plans to reduce energy use and emissions
for both community and corporate operations and is implementing
programs to achieve energy conservation to ensure a more sustainable
community for future generations.
Where are we now?
• The City is adopting proactive policies and programs to meet its ambitious 2020
reduction target.

Building energy use
accounts for 48% of the
City’s total GHG emissions

What are we doing?
• The City’s green building zoning bylaw ensures that virtually all buildings are built to a
higher energy eﬃciency standard.
• The City established a local carbon fund to account for its corporate carbon emissions
instead of purchasing oﬀset credits. Funding is directed annually towards emissions
reduction projects.
• The City’s award-winning district energy system, Lonsdale Energy Corporation (LEC),
has been providing energy to buildings in Lower and Central Lonsdale for 10 years.
LEC is incorporating lower carbon energy sources including solar and geoexchange.

48%

BUILDINGS

What can you do?

COMMUNITY GHG emissions

• Own a business? Participate in the ClimateSmart program and learn how to reduce
GHG emissions while saving money. cnv.org/climatesmart
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In Thousands of Tonnes of C02e

• Own a home? Take advantage of the LiveSmartBC incentive program and get rebates
for home energy improvements that result in ongoing energy savings.
cnv.org/HomeEnergyIncentives
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TRANSPORTATION
Community
TargeT: By 2030,
increase the
percentage of trips
made by transit,
cycling or walking
from the current
28% to 40%

The City is committed to supporting all modes of transportation –
walking, cycling, transit and vehicles. A key priority is to support people
who choose more sustainable alternatives to single occupant vehicles.
Where are we now?
From 2006 to 2011, commuters taking transit, walking, or biking to work increased from
32% to 36%, while the number of car commuters decreased.

What are we doing?
Transportation accounts
for 47% of the City’s
total GHG emissions

47%

TRANSPORTATION

• The City is in the process of implementing numerous enhancements to pedestrian
routes, bike corridors, greenways and transit access.
• The City is working with other government agencies and First Nations communities
to build the North Shore Spirit Trail – a fully accessible waterfront greenway that will
provide pedestrians and cyclists with access across the North Shore.
• The City implemented a car share bylaw amendment to allocate parking for car
sharing programs.
• The City has installed electric vehicle charging stations throughout the community to
help support the adoption of electric vehicles.

What can you do?
HOW CITY RESIDENTS
GET AROUND

AUTO DRIVER 54%
AUTO PASSENGER 16%
TRANSIT 14%
WALK 13%
BIKE 1%
OTHER 2%

• Take the TravelSmart pledge. Once a week, instead of driving your car
alone, try walking, cycling, carpooling or taking public transit.
travelsmart.ca

ZERO WASTE
Community
TargeT:
Divert 70% of
solid waste from
disposal by 2015

The City supports a zero waste ethic in both our community and
corporate operations. Key actions include working to develop and
support programs that help divert waste from the landﬁll and promoting
awareness of waste diversion opportunities.
Where are we now?

garbage and yard
trimmings
GARBAGE
YARD TRIMMINGS

In Thousands of Tons

5
4

Since 2005, diversion of yard trimmings from single family homes has increased while
annual garbage tonnages have decreased signiﬁcantly.

What are we doing?
• The City oﬀers a comprehensive network of on-street recycling containers, providing
opportunities to recycle paper and containers in public places.
• In 2012, the City expanded its yard trimmings collection to include food scraps
through the Green Can program. The following year, the City ran a comprehensive
City-wide public engagement eﬀort to encourage participation in the Green Can
program. As a result, Green Can participation has more than doubled since 2012.
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FACT:
While emissions
associated with solid
waste disposal account
for only 5% of the
City’s GHG emissions, the
manufacturing emissions
generated in other areas
where products are made
are estimated to be
11 times higher

What can you do?
• Purchase products with less or no packaging. Avoid the use of disposable items –
instead, bring along your reusable bag or coﬀee mug.
• Invite a North Shore Recycling Compost Coach to your home or book a Zero Waste
Station for your next event. For more information, visit northshorerecycling.ca

URBAN AGRICULTURE
Community
TargeT:
Expand community
gardening and
urban agriculture
opportunities

Urban agriculture refers to growing food within an urban area, where
agricultural land did not previously exist. It includes community
gardens, farmers markets, hobby beekeeping, keeping urban chickens,
shared garden plots, edible landscapes and growing food in your
backyard.
Where are we now?
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• In 2011, the City established the Loutet Urban Farm. This project transformed an
underutilized park space into a publicly accessible growing area that enables the
community to learn about and buy locally-grown food.
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The City is working with the Edible Garden Project and other community groups to
provide greater access to locally grown food and create social spaces for people to
work, gather and learn.

What are we doing?
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FACT:
Loutet Farm offers
farmgate sales during
the growing season on
Wednesdays from 4-6pm &
Saturdays from 10am-12pm
cnv.org/loutetfarm

• The City supports hobby beekeeping, with many gardens and natural areas
beneﬁtting from
helpful pollination.
• In 2012, the City passed a bylaw to allow residents in single unit residential zones
to keep up to eight chicken hens, providing an opportunity for sustainable egg
production.
• The City has established four community gardens. These spaces create a sense of
community, provide learning opportunities for young and old and help meet the
demand for residents to grow their own food.

What can you do?
• Grow produce near where you live or support local farmers markets - you’ll beneﬁt
from fresh delicious food while reducing your environmental footprint.

HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
Community
Target: Protect
the natural
environment and
promote community
environmental
stewardship

The City’s Environmental Protection Program includes a strategy and
action plan for protecting the environmental health of the community.
Where are we now?
The City’s Environmental Protection Program integrates stewardship into existing
systems and processes at City Hall as well as in the development process.

What are we doing?
HEALTHY STREAM SCORE
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• The City is developing a Climate Adaptation Strategy to plan for the impacts of
climate change.
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Benthic Index

• The City has developed an Invasive Plant Management Strategy to stop the spread
of invasive plants and protect the City’s natural areas.
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• The Living City Tree Planting Program plants trees on streets with no trees at
present, improving air quality and decreasing the urban heat island eﬀect.
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• The City supports community-based environmental stewardship groups such as the
North Shore Streamkeepers and the City Park Stewards.
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City streams and
surrounding ecosystems
are generally getting
healthier: City streams
measure, on average,
stable or increasing
healthy stream scores*
(*benthic index of biological
integrity)

FACT:
The City has four salmonbearing streams:
Mackay Creek, Mosquito
Creek, Mission Creek
and Lynn Creek

What can you do?
• Join the City Park Stewards. This group meets regularly to remove invasive species in
City parks. Since 2010, stewards have removed over 200 m2 of invasives and planted
2900 native plants. cnv.org/cityparkstewards
• Join the North Shore Streamkeepers and participate in monitoring and caring for
local streams. The group welcomes new members and organizes regular events.
Call 604.990.2410 for more info.

CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP
The City strives to demonstrate environmental leadership in our
own operations. Here are some things we are doing to minimize our
environmental footprint.
Policies
• The City’s Sustainable Purchasing Policy ensures procurement decisions include economic,
social and environmental considerations.
• All projects submitted to the City’s capital budget process must include greenhouse gas
emissions implications.
• The City’s civic building design guidelines ensure all new civic buildings are constructed to
LEED standards.

Actions
• The City has completed signiﬁcant energy eﬃciency upgrades to City buildings: as a
result, energy use per square foot has declined.
• The renovated City Hall delivers improved energy performance and extensive use of repurposed materials.
• The City has upgraded all of its traﬃc signals to energy eﬃcient LEDs and is piloting the
use of LED streetlighting in key areas.
• The City’s ﬂeet includes hybrid and electric vehicles as well as electric bicycles.
• The City has implemented a comprehensive Green Can program for food waste at City
Hall and other City facilities.

AWARDS
The City strives for excellence when developing its various programs and
initiatives and has been recognized with several awards and honours for
its progress in delivering a vibrant and sustainable community.
• Inaugural Green City Award
• Award for Excellence in Policy Planning, Planning Institute of B.C.
• Milestone 5, Partners for Climate Protection
• Climate Action and Energy Award, BC Community Energy Association
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