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452-458 East 1st Street, North Vancouver Development Permit Application – Inspired 
Architecture – Developer Information Session Summary Report 
 
Event Date:   Thursday, Jan 19th, 2022 
Time:    6:00PM – 7:15PM 
Location:   Online Zoom Webinar 
 
Attendance:  5 members of the public attended virtually.  

The Inspired Architecture team was in attendance, as was a representative of 
the City of North Vancouver Planning Department. 

 
Comments:  1 comment forms and 0 emails were submitted in a two-week period following 

the DIS.  
 
Meeting Purpose: 1) To present development application materials to the community 
 2) To provide an opportunity for the community to ask questions about the 

development 
 3) To provide an opportunity for the community to comment on the proposal 
 
Notification: 
In accordance with City of North Vancouver policies: 
 
Invitation Flyers 
DIS Invitation flyers were delivered to 44 addresses within a 40m radius of the site, provided by the City 
of North Vancouver. Appendix A: Notification includes a copy of this material.  

Newspaper Ad 
A DIS newspaper ad was placed in the North Shore News on Jan 4th and 11th, 2023. A copy of the ads is 
included in Appendix A: Notification.   
 
Notification Sign 
Two DIS notification sign was erected on the site. Photos of the installed site signs are included in 
Appendix A: Notification. 
 
 
Attendance: 
5 members of the public signed in for the virtual meeting. A copy of the attendee list is included in 
Appendix B: Attendee List.  
 
The following City staff and project team members were in attendance: 
 
City of North Vancouver: 

• Bram van der Heijden, Planner 

 
Project Team: 

• Amir Farbehi, Inspired Architecture, Applicant 
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Facilitators: 
• Katrina May, Katrina May Consulting 
• Charles Pan, Assistant 

 
Overview: 
In accordance with the City of North Vancouver’s COVID-19 state of emergency community consultation 
guidelines, the DIS meeting was held in an online Virtual Developer Information Session format. Meeting 
participants watched a PowerPoint presentation by the applicant.  
 
Participants were invited to use the Zoom Webinar Q&A function to ask questions or submit comments 
during the DIS, which were addressed at the end of the presentation during the Question & Answer 
period. The facilitator read all questions received aloud and directed questions to the appropriate 
project team member to respond verbally for all participants to hear. Answers were transcribed by the 
facilitator and posted for all to see.  
 
The project presentation and facilitated Question & Answer period took approximately 75 minutes. The 
facilitators received several questions and comments about the project and recorded them for inclusion 
in this summary report, attached as Appendix C: Public Dialogue. 
 
Participants were invited to submit written comments (using the City’s standard comment form or via 
email) to the applicant and/or the municipal development planner, following the DIS. One (1) comment 
form and zero (0) emails were submitted before or after the DIS during a two-week comment period.  
 
The key themes of the questions during the Developer Information Session related to the impact of the 
proposed development on neighbours, particularly excavation and concern over resulting soil instability, 
access to neighbouring homes during construction, as well as the timing of construction and whether or 
not it would be staggered relative to other development on the same block.  The applicant explained 
that due to the sloped nature of the site, minimal excavation would be required. A geotechnical 
engineer will be part of the project team and will ensure the shoring is properly designed as well as 
monitor ongoing progress. All plans will be reviewed and approved by the City’s engineering department 
as well as monitored during construction, ensuring no damage occurs to neighbouring properties. 
Construction is expected to take approximately 18 months and will not be staggered with any other 
potential developments as they are not related. Access will be ensured through a traffic circulation plan 
and must be demonstrated at all times. 
 
Questions also arose regarding the existing trees and whether or not they would be removed, as well as 
suggestions on the type of trees being proposed in the new landscaping plan so that they do not create 
a lot of gardening and raking work for neighbours. The applicant noted that an arborist report was 
undertaken and the City’s landscape advisory plan was referenced in selecting the deciduous trees along 
the property line but that this could be relooked at. One of the existing trees on the subject site will be 
retained, and the arborist report noted that neighbouring large trees and their root systems will likely be 
protected from any excavation by the existing retaining wall.  
 
Questions arose on the traffic management plan during construction, as well as on the number of 
parking stalls being provided in the project. While one parking stall per home is being provided, the lock-
off units don’t require a parking staff per the zoning district and therefore do not have a stall included in 
the design. The suggestion was made that this may result in insufficient parking for the residents. A 
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traffic management plan during construction will be prepared, and if neighbours have concerns they can 
contact the building department for enforcement.  
 

Comment Sheet and Email Summary: 
Participants were invited to submit comments during a 14-day response period after the DIS meeting. 
One comment forms and zero emails were submitted before or after the DIS. The comment form 
received was in support of the proposed project and of urban densification in general, subject to 
appropriate measures being taken to ensure soil stability of neighbouring properties. The comment 
form is submitted as a separate Appendix D: Public Comments. 
 
Conclusion: 
The purpose of this online Virtual Developer Information Session was to present to the community the 
proposed development permit application and the development concept, and to provide attendees with 
an opportunity to ask clarifying questions and comment on the proposal. 44 DIS notification flyers were 
distributed by mail to the surrounding community, and five community members signed into the DIS. 
Two newspaper ads notified the community of the DIS, and two DIS notification signs were posted on 
the property. A total of one comment forms and zero e-mails were submitted.  
 
Members of the public could participate in this consultation process in three ways: 

• Watching a virtual project presentation during the DIS 
• Asking questions of the project team and/or City Planner during the DIS 
• Submitting written comments after the DIS 

 
The DIS meeting length and format was sufficient to provide all participants an opportunity to learn 
more about the proposed project, ask questions, and make any comments they wished to provide that 
evening. Participants asked the development team and City Planner a variety of specific questions, 
mostly related to construction timing, impact of excavation on soil stability, traffic management and 
parking, and suggestions on the trees selected in the landscaping.  Support was expressed for this form 
of development and urban densification in this area.  
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Appendix A: Notification 
Newspaper Advertisement: North Shore News, Wednesday, Jan 4th, 2023 
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Newspaper Advertisement: North Shore News, Wednesday Jan 11th, 2023 
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Notification Sign 
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Notification Flyer 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 

Notice of Planning Application 
Early public comment opportunity for DPA2022-00024 - 452 - 458 East 1st Street. 
Inspired Architecture has submitted a Development Permit Application to the City of North Vancouver for 452-
458 East 1st Street to allow for the development of a 3-story 10-unit townhouse development with lock off units, 
18 bicycle parking spaces and 11 parking spaces including one visitor parking space.  

,QWHUHVWHG�PHPEHUV� RI� WKH� SXEOLF� DUH� LQYLWHG� WR� DWWHQG� WKH�9LUWXDO�'HYHORSHU¶V Information Session with the 
Applicant for an early opportunity to review the proposal and offer comments. Public input is welcome throughout 
the planning application process and can be shared with the Applicant and City Contact at any time (see next 
page for comment form).  

For more information about the proposal, please visit www.cnv.org/ActiveApplications   

 

Attend the Virtual Developer Information Session  

How to Participate: Please contact applicant amir Farbehi at 604-770-2088 or 
amir@inspiredarchitectutre.ca  to register for the virtual Development Information 
Session in advance. Or check out the website:  
https://www.inspiredarchitecture.ca/dis-registration 

Date & Time: January 19, 2023 | 6:00 PM ± 8:00 PM 

 

Rendering of Proposal Site Map 

  

 

Applicant Contact City Contact 

Amir Farbehi 
Inspired Architecture 
1480 Marine Drive, North Vancouver 
amir@inspiredarchitecture.ca  
604-770-2088 

Bram van der Heijden 
Planning & Development 
141 West 14th Street, North Vancouver 
bheijden@cnv.org  
604-982-3995 
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Appendix B: Attendee List (redacted to preserve privacy) 

Attended User Name (Original Name) Email 
1 Pete  

2 K  

3 Victoria Ballantine  

4 Mark  

5 raymond fung  

 

Appendix C: Public Dialogue (see attached) 

 

Appendix D: Public Comments – Written and Emailed Submissions (see attached) 

 


