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Sustainability in the City means 
balancing the natural, physical 
(human-made), human, social, 
cultural and local economic 
implications of our activities in order 
to meet the needs of people today 
without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own 
needs. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES 
FOR REZONING & DEVELOPMENT PERMIT APPLICATIONS 
 

 
Staff Use 

     Case Number _______________________________    

CIVIC ADDRESS                                         

APPLICANT NAME                             

 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
These Guidelines have been developed to help 
applicants prepare a successful Development 
Application submission. All Development Applications 
must include a response to the Sustainable 
Development Guidelines, which will be reviewed by 
Advisory Bodies, staff and, ultimately, City Council who 
will give serious consideration to the sustainability 
achievements of a project. 
 
Applicants must demonstrate how their development 
will contribute to the current and future needs of the 
community by highlighting sustainability achievements 
of an application. 
 
The Guidelines challenge applicants to advance the 
sustainability objectives of the City, as outlined in the 2014 
Official Community Plan (OCP), which guides community 
development in our city with the following Vision: 
 

In 2031, the City of North Vancouver will be a 
vibrant, diverse, and highly livable community 
that is resilient to climate or other changes, and 
sustainable in its ability to prosper without 
sacrifice to future generations. 

One of the key ways that the community vision will be 
realized is through property development. Buildings house us, provide employment centres and 
frame our streets. They remain with us for many decades with significant ongoing impacts, 
including generating approximately 50% of our community greenhouse gas emissions. Buildings 
now need to adapt to the impacts of climate change to help the City become resilient to that new 
reality. Building forms and densities also have significant effects on housing cost and diversity, 
transportation choices, and the liveability of our community.  
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II. PREPARING THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES  
 
Applicants are required to submit a response to the Guidelines as a key part of their 
development application package. Projects are not expected to incorporate all measures in the 
Guidelines.  
 
For information on underlying City goals and objectives, it is recommended that applicants refer 
to other relevant City policies such as the OCP, Social Plan, Economic Development Strategy, 
Transportation Plan, Community Energy and Emissions Plan, Food Strategy and Food Action 
Plan, as well as others.  
 
The Guidelines address the six capacities that comprise the OCP’s Sustainable City 
Framework, including Natural Systems, Physical Structures / Infrastructure, Local Economy, 
Human Potential, Social Connections, and Cultural Diversity.  
 
 
1. Natural Systems: The ability of natural systems, both global and local, to 
support life. Parks and green spaces help regulate the climate, clean and 
filter water and air, and provide recreational and aesthetic benefits. 
Maintaining healthy natural systems will reduce strain on municipal 
infrastructure, support local wildlife and enhance quality of life for 
community members.  
 
 Y N N/A Please Provide Comments: 

LANDSCAPE 
Private Trees Retained or Added in 
proposal (indicate number of each)     

Green Roof / Wall     

Majority Native Species Landscaping     
Habitat Restoration (butterfly, bird-
friendly, naturalized areas)      

Community Gardens*     
50% or More Edible Landscaping for 
Common Space      

Water Efficient Irrigation System  (drip 
hose, low-flow nozzles)     

Rainwater Collection (rain barrel)     

Reuse of Wastewater      

HARDSCAPE 

Permeable Paving for Hardscape     
40%+ Open Site Space (see Zoning 
Bylaw definition)     

Other Sustainability Achievements: 
 

 
 
*See City of North Vancouver Active Design Guidelines for recommended compliance paths. 
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2. Physical Structures/Infrastructure: The ability to effectively deliver basic 
services, shelter and physical amenities required to sustain the health and 
well-being of the community. This includes water supply, sanitary sewer, 
stormwater drainage, solid waste management, roads, telecommunications, 
and energy efficiency and conservation including district energy. As well, this 
category includes attractive streetscapes, durable buildings, provision of a 
range of housing types and adequate community amenities.  
 
 Y N N/A Please Provide Comments: 
HIGH PERFORMANCE CONSTRUCTION 
Durable Building (modular / 
deconstructable)     

Building Reuse / Recycled Content / Use of 
Repurposed Materials     

Majority Use of Environmentally Friendly 
Materials (non-toxic, wood)     

Certified by a Third Party Green Building 
Rating System     

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND HEALTHY BUILDINGS 

Energy Performance (per building type) 
Part 3 Commercial (Step 2 min.) 
Part 3 Residential (Step 3 min.) 
Part 9 Commercial (BCBC min.) 
Part 9 Residential (Step 3 min.) 
Part 9 Residential < 1,200 ft² (Step 1 min.) 

Min. 
 
 
 
 
 

Exceeding  
 
 
 
 
 

(if so, specify Step) 

Superior Insulation (thick wall exclusion in 
Zoning Bylaw sought for insulation above 
BC Building Code)  

    

Airtightness (1.5+ blower door test and 
appropriate ventilation strategy)     

High-performance Windows e.g. Energy-
Star, Passive House Certified (whole 
project) 

    

Heat Recovery Ventilator  (75% or better 
recovery)     

LED Lighting (whole building)     

Energy-Star Appliances (whole building)     

Renewable Energy Fixtures Installed     

Water Efficient Fixtures (whole building)     

Greywater Reuse     
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 Y N N/A Please Provide Comments: 
TRANSPORTATION 
End of Trip Bicycle Infrastructure  
(beyond Zoning Bylaw requirements)     

Car-Share Program     

Electric Vehicle Readiness: 
A minimum of 20% of all commercial 
parking spaces include an energized outlet 
capable of providing Level 2 or higher 
charging level for an electric vehicle 

    

Electric Vehicle Readiness: 
A minimum of 20% of all residential visitor 
parking spaces include an energized outlet 
capable of providing Level 2 or higher 
charging level for an electric vehicle 

    

Other Sustainability Achievements: 
 

 
 
 
3. Local Economy: The ability to maintain and grow a healthy local economy. 
A strong economy brings employment and a solid tax base to support services 
without compromising other areas of capacity. A stronger economy has been 
shown to support healthier lifestyles for community members and greater 
opportunities for personal fulfillment and overall quality of life.  

 Y N N/A Please Provide Comments: 
Net New Jobs Generated (long term, 
full time)     

Commercial floor space (net increase, 
indicate area)     

Neighbourhood-Scale Commercial 
(unit frontages ≤6m (20ft))     

Non-Market / Lower-End of Market 
Commercial     

Commercial Relocation Strategy     

Other Sustainability Achievements: 
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4. Human Potential: The ability of our local community to support our residents 
in their pursuit of individual livelihood objectives including access to education, 
healthy food, active transportation and affordable housing. Meeting these basic 
needs is essential for the maintenance and growth of human capacity. 

 Y N N/A Please provide comments: 
Market Rental Housing (net increase, 
indicate number of units)      

Non-Market / Lower-End of Market 
Rental Housing      

10%+ Three+ Bedroom Units (in multi-
unit residential buildings)     

Micro-units ~37.16m2 (~400 ft2)     

Childcare Facilities      
Community Space for Food 
Preparation, Storage and Processing     

Green Building Educational / 
Interpretive Features      

Primary and Secondary Stair Design*     

Outdoor Circulation*     
Storage space for residents in units 
and storage rooms (multi-unit 
residential buildings) 

    

Other Sustainability Achievements: 
 
 

*See City of North Vancouver Active Design Guidelines for recommended compliance paths. 
 
5. Social Connections: The ability of our community to foster communication, 
interaction and networks to respond effectively to community issues. These may 
include supporting community members with low incomes, lone-parent families, 
and matters specific to children, youth, seniors and people with disabilities.  
 
 Y N N/A Please provide comments: 

Design Features for People with 
Disabilities (beyond Zoning Bylaw 
requirement) 

    

Communal Cooking Amenities      
Indoor Amenity*     
Outdoor Recreation*     
Amenities for Senior Users     
Crime Prevention Through  
Environmental Design      

Other Sustainability Achievements  
  

*See City of North Vancouver Active Design Guidelines for recommended compliance paths. 
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6. Cultural Diversity: The ability of our community to support and celebrate 
a diversity of cultural backgrounds. This includes recognition of the traditions 
of the Squamish Nation and the many cultures of residents who make the 
City their home. With both tangible and intangible elements, cultural capacity 
has economic implications and is strongly connected to social traditions. 
Manifestations of cultural practices can range from spiritual practices to 
heritage buildings.  
 
 Y N N/A Please provide comments: 

Formal and Informal Gathering Spaces      

Retention of Heritage Building     
Public Art Reflecting Local Culture     
Streetscape Improvements (benches, 
planters, lighting)     

Other Sustainability Achievements:  

  
 
 
 
III. SUMMARY 
 
The Sustainable Development Guidelines are important in 
both shaping and processing development applications. 
Applicants are advised to consider these issues at the 
outset of a project and to contact planning staff for more 
information on sustainable design strategies.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Endorsed by Council October 5, 2015 
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