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The Corporation of the City of North Vancouver
Heritage Advisory Commission

MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held at City Hall in Conference Room A
141 West 14t Street, North Vancouver, BC on Tuesday, December 10, 2024

The City of North Vancouver respectfully acknowledges that this meeting is held on the traditional
and unceded ter,ritories of the Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish) and
Solilwetat (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.

Members Present Staff Present

Shervin Shabhriari, Councillor  Daniella Fergusson, Manager, City Design and Planning
(joined at 6:06 pm) Sarah Larisch, Administrative Coordinator
David Longpre, Chair
Manoochehr Azizi
Kat Kawczak Guests
Christine Wilson
James Oborne, Property Owner, 426 West Keith Road
Absent Darch Oborne, Resident, 426 West Keith Road
Nil. Catherine Oborne, Resident, 426 West Keith Road

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.

1. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
2. ADOPTION OF MINUTES
Minutes of the meeting held on October 8, 2024 were approved as circulated.

3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

o Staff will follow up with the Heritage Preservation Society to attend a future meeting.
4. NEW COACH HOUSE AT 426 WEST KEITH ROAD

The Manager, City Design and Planning presented the following highlights regarding the New
Coach House at 426 West Keith Road:

e The proposal involves demolishing the existing garage at the rear of the lot and
constructing a new coach house with two parking spaces.

¢ While this property is not legally designated as a heritage site, it is registered as Heritage
Class A. This represents the highest level of importance based on a values-based
assessment, reflecting significant cultural, social, and/or economic value.

e As per Zoning Bylaw Section 502(1)(g), an Accessory Coach House Use is permitted
under One Unit Residential Use, subject to specific rules.
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NEW COACH HOUSE AT 426 WEST KEITH ROAD - Continued
Councillor Shahriari joined at 6:06 pm.

¢ A preliminary review by the City Landscape Planner indicates this property contains a
large coniferous tree near the west property line in the backyard. While the coach house
submission shows the tree as retained, the proposed tree protection zone is small, and no
arborist report has been provided to confirm its viability.

Staff seeks the members’ input on the following:

e Feedback on the current design of the proposed coach house, or suggestions for a new
design if the proposed design is not acceptable.
¢ Any additional recommendations or concerns related to this proposal.

J. Oborne, Property Owner, presented images of the proposed development, the design
rationale, and described the planned sustainability measures.

Members presented the following notable questions:

¢ Have you had an arborist look at the tree? A: We have an arborist report which has yet to
be submitted to the City. There are four mature trees, we intend to keep three (the small
cherry blossom tree to the north on the east side will be removed).

¢ Are the seven vinyl windows replaced in the back of the heritage building? A: Yes, six on
the front and one on the side.

e Has the original home been painted? A: Yes, in 2021.

¢ Will developing the coach house reduce available parking? A: Yes, 2 parking spots will
be available per City requirements.

o What are the facade materials? A: Hardie boards, cedar and natural wood.
Is this under Step Code 5 but not Passive House Certification? A: Yes. The building has
a basement, which adds significant cost for sealing thermal breaks.

o Will the tree in the back will be retained? A: If this is in reference to the black walnut tree
from Google street view image online, that tree was removed two years ago.

e The passive house colour may be a bit too dark in contrast to the house. A: The true
colour of the wood is softer with a natural, grainy look.

e What are you planning to put on the green roof? A: Grass and flowers. A Pacific Crab
Apple tree will be next to house.

e What is the purpose of the slope of the roof? A: Solar orientation — the roof design allows
for clerestory windows, which brings more light into the small living area.

e Are the power cables low hanging? A: Yes. The cables will have to be redone.

e How are services being trenched? A: From the front (street side).

Members presented the following notable comments:

¢ Inindustry, a visibly different coach house is commonly accepted on heritage properties.

e The modernized addition will maximize the look of the heritage house.

o Because the passive house is in the rear yard, it doesn’t affect the look of the heritage
site.

e The paint color of the heritage home is outside this project's scope, but the Vancouver
Heritage Foundation offers resources to identify ‘heritage colours’ for future repainting.

¢ If the City could provide a site plan with future applications it would be helpful.
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NEW COACH HOUSE AT 426 WEST KEITH ROAD - Continued
Notable Comments — Continued

¢ We are going through some up zoning efforts. The massing here is likely much less than
what we will see down the road. As a result, adding a coach house is helping to protect
the heritage home from redevelopment.

e The green roof is something we want to see more of in our neighbourhoods — well done
here.

¢ Members encouraged the applicant to maintain updates to the heritage home itself.

e We're happy that the development will be for family members and are supportive of the
project. There are no major concerns we can see.

It was Moved and Seconded:

THAT the Heritage Advisory Commission, having reviewed the presentation from James
Oborne to build a new coach house at 426 West Keith Road, supports the project subject to
the resolution of the following item to the satisfaction of City staff:

e Any damage to the heritage home during construction of the coach house will be repaired
to its original condition.

The panel wishes to thank the applicant for their presentation.
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Moved by David Longpre, seconded by Manoochehr Azizi.

5. HERITAGE STRATEGIC PLANNING

e The Manager, City Design and Planning, reminded members of the committee's scope
per the Terms of Reference which is in line with the Local Government Act (Part 15
Heritage Conservation).

e The members discussed the concept of a letter for City Council which requests staff be
directed to create a Heritage Strategic Plan. The letter may include:

o The definition of heritage,

o The assessment of structural properties,

o Key plan considerations,

o Benefits of each point, and

o Required resources (staff, consultant time) and priorities.

¢ Staff advised members to wait until the New Year to formulate a plan, when new
members are expected to join.

e The City and North Vancouver Recreation and Culture are discussing cultural plans to
explore collaboration opportunities.

o Staff offered to facilitate strategic planning workshops, and members were supportive.

e Heritage Week is an effective tool to use for advocacy.

Action ltems:

e Members to review the Heritage Advisory Commission’s Terms of Reference before the
next meeting.

o Staff to circulate the Heritage Register and orientation slides before the next meeting.

o Staff will inquire if the Terms of Reference are being updated soon. A: Upper
management has discussed potential changes to the Terms of Reference but has not yet
formalized any revisions.
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6. NEW ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Nil.
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next regular meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2025.
8. ADJOURN

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:17 pm.

David Longpre, Chair
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