
Document Number: 2771590  

 
 
_________ 
A/Director 

 
_________ 
General 
Manager 

 
 
_________ 
CAO 

 
The Corporation of THE CITY OF NORTH VANCOUVER 

PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT & REAL ESTATE DEPARTMENT 
 

INFORMATION REPORT 

 
To: Mayor Linda Buchanan and Members of Council 
 
From: Parinaz Askarian, Planner 1  
 
Subject: HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE – 2025 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Date: March 31, 2026 File No:  01-0360-20-0036/2026 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. 2026 Work Plan (CityDocs 2771602) 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update of the Heritage Advisory 
Committee’s (HAC) achievements over 2025 and provide a work plan for 2026.  The 
Committees are established to provide advice and recommendations to Council on 
matters defined in the Committee’s Terms of Reference or Bylaw. Staff facilitate this 
process through creating annual Committee Work Plans. 
 
2025 HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
 
In 2025, HAC provided advice to Council and staff on heritage related matters. This 
included supporting heritage education and public awareness initiatives, reviewing 
planning applications involving heritage properties, and providing input on land use and 
planning matters with potential heritage implications. 
 
HAC reviewed the following items in the past year: 
 
Planning Applications 
 
HAC reviewed two Heritage Alteration Permit applications: 
 

1. 216–218 West 6th Street (HAP2025-00001) 
A Heritage Alteration Permit for alterations and additions to an existing non-
heritage house located within the Ottawa Gardens Heritage Conservation Area. 
(Reviewed March 2025) 
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2. 333 Chesterfield Avenue (HAP2025-00005) 
A Heritage Alteration Permit for the temporary installation of a mural on the south 
exterior wall of the Presentation House Theatre.  
(Reviewed September 2025) 

 
Heritage Education Programs 
 
1. Heritage Plaques 
 
In 2025, staff and Jennifer Clay, President of the North Shore Heritage Preservation 
Society, provided an overview of the City’s Heritage Plaque Program, including the 
current plaque inventory and distribution guidelines. 
 
Staff introduced a list of potential plaque recipients, primarily focusing on properties with 
legal heritage protection, including recently completed Heritage Revitalization 
Agreement projects. The Committee discussed the program at its April, May, and 
September meetings and provided feedback on potential recipients. Final recipients are 
expected to be confirmed, with plaques anticipated to be installed in summer 2026. 
 
2. Heritage Awards 
 
The City hosts the Heritage Awards program every two years to recognize individuals, 
organizations, and businesses that have made significant contributions to heritage 
conservation in the community.  
 
Following the nomination period, submissions were reviewed by staff, and eligible 
nominations were presented to the Heritage Advisory Committee for review at its 
January 2026 meeting. Council presented the award on February 23, 2026, to the 
School of Tourism Management at Capilano University and North Van Arts. 
 
3. North Shore Heritage Preservation Society Presentation  
 
At the January 2025 meeting, the Heritage Advisory Committee received a presentation 
from Jennifer Clay, President of the North Shore Heritage Preservation Society 
(NSHPS). The presentation provided an overview of NSHPS’s purpose, activities, and 
resources, including blog posts, a trade directory, and events.  The presentation also 
highlighted how NSHPS partners with the City and District of North Vancouver on 
heritage initiatives. 
 
Land Use Matters 
 
1. Small Scale Multi Unit Housing – Bill 44 
 
At the February 2025 meeting, the Committee received information regarding the 
Province’s Small Scale Multi Unit Housing (SSMUH) legislation and its implications for 
heritage properties in the City of North Vancouver.  
 
The Committee discussed potential implications for heritage conservation and next 
steps for the City to align bylaws with provincial requirements. 
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At the April 2025 meeting, the Heritage Advisory Committee identified some concerns 
regarding 69 unprotected heritage homes that would be affected by Bill 44 legislation. 
The Committee committed to further reviewing potential impacts of the legislation on 
these properties in subsequent meetings. 
 
2. OCP Amendment Applications 

 
In 2025, the Committee reviewed TransLink’s OCP amendment application at 502-536 
East 3rd Street. Members were invited to provide early input on the proposal. 
 
2026 WORK PLAN 
 
In 2026, the Heritage Advisory Committee will be called upon to review and provide its 
recommendations with respect to: 
 

• Support for Heritage Education and Public Awareness 
• Maintenance of the Community Heritage Register 
• Heritage Related Planning Applications 
• Land use and Planning Matters with Potential Heritage Implications 

 
Additionally, the Heritage Advisory Committee will explore opportunities to collaborate 
with the North Shore Heritage Preservation Society and MONOVA to support heritage 
initiatives, programming, and community awareness. This work by the Heritage 
Advisory Committee in the coming year will provide Council with community 
perspectives regarding significant initiatives within the mandate of the Heritage Advisory 
Committee, furthering Council’s strategic priorities. More information is provided in the 
2026 Work Plan (Attachment 1). 
 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee is supported by the Planning, Development and Real 
Estate Department (with primary support from the City Design and Planning division) as 
well as Legislative Services. The Committee also works closely with the Development 
Planning division on matters related to heritage conservation and development 
applications involving heritage properties. 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN, OCP OR POLICY ALIGNMENT 
 
The past and future work of the Heritage Advisory Committee supports Council’s 
Strategic Plan Priority - A Vibrant City and aligns with the City’s Official Community Plan 
vision to promote awareness and conservation of natural and built heritage, celebrate 
community culture, and maintain the City’s sense of place. 
 
  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:  
 Parinaz Askarian 

Planner 1  
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Vision / Goal Statement:  To provide community perspectives on heritage awareness and 
conservation in support of Council’s strategic priority to foster a Vibrant City where dynamic public 
spaces and places provide opportunities for connection and enable residents to engage with their 
community, and celebrate their culture and history. 

Note: Initiatives should adhere to the Terms of Reference and align with Council’s Vision & Priorities. 

Committee Mandate Committee Actions Expected Outcome 

1. Support for
Heritage Education
and Public
Awareness

1.1 Support for Heritage Week 
displays 

1.2 Heritage Plaques 
o Support the program by

offering engagement ideas and
promoting public awareness
(Heritage Week recommended)

o Review the staff-prepared
candidate list and recommend
priority properties

o Review final content for each
plaque, including wording and
photos

1.3 Heritage Awards 
o Raise public awareness and

encourage nominations by
providing staff with
engagement ideas prior to the
submission deadline (end of
October, every two years)

o Review candidates and share
recommended recipients at the
December meeting following
the submission deadline;
Awards are presented by
Council during Heritage Week
in February (next Awards
program is scheduled for
February 2028)

• Recommendations for the
placement of up to five
Heritage Plaques each year

• Ensure plaques accurately
reflect and celebrate eligible
heritage properties

• Increase the number of
Heritage Awards
nominations received for
heritage contributions in the
City

• Heritage Awards
nominations occur every two
years with Council
recognizing and celebrating
heritage contributions in the
City

Attachment 1
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Committee Mandate Committee Actions 
 

Expected Outcome 
 

2. Maintenance of the 
Community 
Heritage Register 

2.1 Review development applications 
and public requests for heritage 
designation 

 
2.2 Stay informed about properties 

listed on the City’s Heritage 
Register 

 

• Appropriate heritage 
properties are considered for 
heritage protection 

• Decisions are aligned with 
current heritage listings 

3. Planning 
Applications  

3.1 Review and provide input on 
applications affecting heritage 
properties:  
o New developments 
o Alterations  
o Demolitions 

 

• New developments respect 
and fit with the heritage 
character of properties 

• Alterations preserve the 
heritage features of 
properties 

• Retention and relocation 
options are considered prior 
to the demolition of heritage 
properties 

 
4. Land use and 

Planning Matters 
with Potential 
Heritage 
Implications 

4.1 Advise on staff proposals related 
to Bill 25 

 
 

• Help spread awareness of 
opportunities to get involved 
in the Bill 25 process  
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