SELECTING AN URN SIZE
NORTH VANCOUVER CEMETERY

This guide is intended to assist you in
choosing the appropriate urn size for
your loved one’s interment, whether in a
columbarium niche or an in-ground space.

Please share this handout with your funeral director, funeral home, or crematorium to support you in

making your urn selection.

In-Ground Cremation Interment

While we encourage families to choose environmentally friendly
urns for in-ground interment, we also offer the option to purchase
an urn vault—a specially-designed protective container that
safeguards the urn. Please note that urn vaults are available
exclusively through the Cemetery Office.

At the North Vancouver Cemetery, urn vaults are designed to hold
one urn. The inside dimensions of the urn vault are 7 % inches by
7 Ya inches and 10 % inches high. Please ensure that the urn fits
within these dimensions. (See Fig. B).

Letters and trinkets may be included in the urn vault with the urn,
provided they are not made of glass. Please be sure everything
can be contained in the urn vault before bringing them to the
cemetery.

If you choose to place an urn directly in the ground without a
vault, please ensure it is no larger than the sizes noted above. For
environmental and safety reasons, trinkets may not be included
without an urn vault.

INTERNMENT OPTIONS

Your urn must fit within the
vault with the lid closed.
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Columbarium Niche Interment

A columbarium is an above-ground structure specifically designed
to hold containers of cremated remains. At the North Vancouver
Cemetery, each compartment, or niche, can accommodate two
urns. The niches measure 12 inches x 12 inches and are 15 inches
deep. (See Fig. C).

To ensure both urns fit comfortably within the niche, they should
be small enough to meet these dimensions. As a general guideline,
two urns with a diameter of 7 inches and a height of 10 %2 inches
will fit within a single niche. (See Fig. A).

Acceptable Urn Types:

« Traditional urns
« Square or rectangular urns
« Stacking urns

Urns should be made of durable materials that will not rust.
Trinkets may be included in the niche, provided they are not made
of glass and will not rust. Trinkets must fit within the dimensions of
the niche after both urns are inside.

COLUMBARIUM NICHE

NICHE DIMENSIONS:
12" WIDE, 12" TALL, 15" DEEP

If you are unsure about your urn’s dimensions or have
questions, please consult cemetery staff before your
interment date.
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For questions or additional information, contact the Cemetery Office at 604.983.7351 or email cemetery@cnv.org
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