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INFORMATION REPORT 

Mayor Darrell R. Mussatto and Members of Council To: 

Suzanne A. Smith, Planner 2 From: 

SUBJECT; 2016 CENSUS PROGRAM RELEASE #1: POPULATION AND 
DWELLING COUNTS. 

February 8, 2017 File No: 13-6970-01-0001/2017 Date: 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 2016 Census - Population and Dwelling Counts (Doc #1498003); 
2. Vancouver CMA Population Change from 2011 to 2016, Census Tract (CT) (Doc 

#1498312); 
3. Census Release Schedule (Doc #1489706). 

SUMMARY: 

The first release of the 2016 Census, Population and Dwelling Counts, indicates that the 
City's 2016 population is 52,898. According to Statistics Canada, over the past five 
years the City's population has grown 9.8%, an average of 1.96% per year. This is 
different from BCStats estimates reported on recently which estimated the City's annual 
average growth to be 1.28% over the period. 

INTRODUCTION: 

A Census of the Canadian population is undertaken every five years. 2016 marks the 
return of the mandatory census long form which was briefly replaced with a voluntary 
National Household Survey (NHS) in 2011. 

The latest Census saw an overall response rate across Canada of 98.4% with 68.3% of 
respondents using the internet to respond. British Columbia saw the highest response 
rate by internet at 71.2%. 
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POPULATION; 

In 2016 Canada's population reached 35,151,728, growing by 1% per year or 5% since 
2011; mainly due to growth in the Western provinces. British Columbia grew faster than 
the national average, at 5.6% over 2011 and, for the first time since Confederation, 
three prairie provinces topped the provincial growth charts. Alberta grew the fastest at 
11.6% followed by Saskatchewan at 6.3% and Manitoba at 5.8%. Ontario continues a 
trend of slower growth than the national average at 4.6% as does Quebec. The Atlantic 
Provinces had much lower rates of growth with New Brunswick even witnessing a 
population decline of -0.5% over 2011 and Nova Scotia barely growing at 0.2%. 

Metro Vancouver grew faster than the national (5%) and BC (5.3%) averages at 6.51% 
growth over 2011, but slower than the 9.3% increase seen during the 2006-2011 
Census period. The Unincorporated Areas of Greater Vancouver (including UBC) were 
the fastest growing at 24.2% over the past five years while the District of Langley 
followed at 12.6% followed by Surrey at 10.6% and both the City of North Vancouver 
and Coquitlam at 9.8% rounding out the top five in the region. Attachment #1 provides 
an overview of Metro Vancouver municipalities. 

The City of North Vancouver now has a population of 52,898 which represents a 9.8% 
increase over 2011. This results in an average annual growth rate of 1.96% which is 
above the Metro average of 6.5% over 2011 and its annual rate of 1.30%. A historical 
snapshot of the City's growth since 1961 is included in Attachment #1. Attachment #2 
provides information on the City's growth over the last Census period by Census Tract. 

It is worthwhile to note that the Census data is different from the BCStats population 
estimates reported on recently in a separate information report. BCStats, which 
produces estimates based on proxy measures, estimated the regional average to be 
higher at 1.45% (as compared with 1.3% in the Census) and the City population 
Increasing by an average annual rate of 1.28% (as compared with 1.96% in the 
Census). As Census data is based on a count of every resident, the data is more 
reliable and consistent over time. BCStats data, based on a formula including Census 
data, will now be adjusted with the addition of the new Census release. 

Staff have compiled the population counts for the last three Census periods for the three 
North Shore municipalities. These are shown in Attachment #1. Since 2011, the North 
Shore's population has increased on average 0.68% per year which is less than the 
regional annual average of 1.3% (but more than the BCStats estimate of 0.21%). Where 
the City has seen an increase in population over previous Census periods, West 
Vancouver's population declined at -0.5% over the 2011-2016 period and the District of 
North Vancouver's increase has slowed over the last two Census periods from 2.2% 
(2006-2011) to 1.8% (2011-2016). 

INFORMATION REPORT: 2016 Census Program Release #1: Population and Dwelling Counts. 
Date: February 8, 2017 

Page 2 of 3 
#1490176 



DWELLING COUNTS: 

According to the data released, the City's dwelling counts increased to 26,426 dwelling 
units over the Census period, up from 24,206 in 2011. This reflects a 9.2% increase in 
dwelling units, slightly lower than the population increase of 9.8% over the same five 
year period. This results in a population per dwelling unit of two persons per unit in the 
City, up very slightly from 1.99 in 2011 and 2006. 

As compared with other North Shore municipalities (see Attachment #1), the City's 
dwelling count increased by 9.2% over the last period, up from 6.9% over the previous 
period (2006-2011). This compares with the District of North Vancouver which 
increased from 2.5% over the 2006-2011 period to 2.8% in the most recent. The District 
of West Vancouver saw a 3.4% increase in 2006-2011 and a minimal increase of 0.1% 
over the most recent Census period. 

NEXT STEPS: 

The next release of Census data by Statistics Canada is on May 3, 2017. The release 
will cover age, sex and type of dwelling. The remaining Census topics will be released 
through the remainder of 2017 (Attachment #3). 

Staff will provide an Information Report to Council as each release becomes available. 
The information will also be made available to the public on the City's website. 
Customized, cross-tabulated data for each of the City's neighbourhoods will be ordered 
as the full dataset becomes available. This will be coordinated through Metro Vancouver 
and its member municipalities. 

An updated Community Profile summarizing all of the data will be compiled when the 
releases have been completed. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED; 
S^A.Smith, RPP 
Planner 2 
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