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The City of North Vancouver is undertaking a Housing Action Plan to address the housing
needs and issues to ensure affordable and suitable housing is available in the community.
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POTENTIAL HOUSING POLICY ALTERNATIVES

FAMILY FRIENDLY

HOUSING POLICY

The Concept:

New multi-unit residential
development projects require
a percentage of units to be 3
or more bedrooms.

This policy may help low

to moderate income family
households by improving the
availability of rental units large
enough to accommodate
families and different
household arrangements.

According to the 2011
National Household Survey,
10% of City households were
living in housing deemed not
suitable to their needs based
on the National Occupancy
Standard.
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FLEXIBLE
CONFIGURATIONS
FOR TWO

ACCESSORY UNITS
ON RESIDENTIAL
LEVEL 1 LOTS

The Concept:

Provision of three units on a
Residential Level 1 Lot, be

it a single detached house
with a secondary suite and

a coach house, or a single
detached house with two
small attached or detached
coach houses. The review of
this concept will likely require
a lengthier process, including
potentially convening a task
group to determine revisions
to Zoning, Development
Permit Guidelines and Parking
requirements.
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BELOW MARKET
RENTAL HOUSING

The Concept:

Securing below market rental
housing is important for
providing housing affordable
to the workforce and for

low to moderate income
households. Density bonusing
has been an effective tool for
the City to secure non-market
and market rental housing.
The current Density Bonusing
and Community Benefits
Policy continues to support
the use of density bonusing
to rehabilitate and renew

the market rental stock,

and could be utilized for
requiring market units to be
below market rents to ensure
affordability of the City’s rental
stock.
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The Concept:

Numerous affordable non-mark
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address challenges and to retai
housing. There is an opportunit
housing providers with this tran

This can include helping naviga

n affordable non-market
y for the municipality to support
sition.

te municipal processes,

providing grants, fast tracking development applications,
potential waiver of fees, utilizing the Affordable Housing

Reserve Fund, and policy for re
to incorporate revenue generati

generating units. Opportunities
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social enterprises, could be integrated. Such a policy could

help housing providers remain
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iable in the long-term.
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with expiring operating agreemeents with pre-planning work,

such as high-level site analysis.
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REMOVAL
OF OWNER-
OCCUPANCY

REQUIREMENT

The Concept:

Homes that have secondary
suites currently require that
the owner lives in the primary
dwelling unit. Enforcing
owner-occupancy is difficult,
and the provision could be
legally challenged. Removing
the owner-occupancy
requirement could introduce
rental units into the city that
are already part of the urban
fabric.

The new rental units could be
suitable for low and moderate
income families.

ZONING BYLAW
CHANGES TO
FACILITATE
DIVERSITY OF
HOUSING FORMS

The Concept:

There are opportunities to
strategically pre-zone areas to
reduce barriers to developing
a range of housing types,
including amending the RM-1
Medium-Density Apartment
Residential Zone to allow

for greater density when
rental housing is provided.
This option would mean no
rezoning would be required
to achieve greater density
and could conditionally
encourage rental housing in
the community as per earlier
Council direction and support.
In addition, exploration of
amending minimum lot sizes
may further facilitate smaller
housing forms in the City.
Zoning Bylaw changes wiill
likely require a lengthier
process, including convening
a task group.
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LEVERAGING
CITY LANDS TO
ACHIEVE HOUSING
GOALS

The Concept:

There is an opportunity to
showcase pilot projects on
city-owned lands and unused
or underutilized rights of ways
to demonstrate innovative
housing forms and solutions.
Development on city-owned
lands can also contribute to
non-market housing projects
and can be a component of
the development process.
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